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James P. Grady
Assistant Vice President - Technical
 Services


Wednesday, December 02, 2015


C-12522


Circular Letter


Subject:IMPLEMENTATION OF EDITORIAL CHANGES TO SECTION 1 - RULE 28.2 LOAD CLEARENCES (RULE 28.2.1)-
 AAR OPEN TOP LOADING RULES MANUAL (OTLR)


To:MEMBERS AND PRIVATE CAR OWNERS File Number:LR 1.GEN.82
The AAR’s Open Top Loading Rules Committee (OTLRC) has accepted changes to Section 1, Rule 28.2.1 of the AAR
 Open Top Loading Rules.


Existing Rule
 
28.2 Load Clearance
 
28.2.1 Sufficient clearance must be provided when loading to maintain a 4-in. clearance between the overhanging
 portion of a load and any part of the idler car or dunnage that may come into contact except as noted in
Rule 28.2.2.
Changes


28.2 Load Clearance
 
28.2.1 Sufficient clearance must be provided when loading to maintain a 4-in. vertical clearance between the
 overhanging portion of a load and any part of the idler car or dunnage that it may come into contact with throughout
 full travel of the cars draft systems (2 FT. when equipped with standard draft gears, & 6 FT. when either car
 equipped with cushion device) --Longitudinal clearances to be measured when cars are stretched and on
 straight track except as noted in Rule 28.2.2.
The changes to this rule are intended to maintain proper vertical and longitudinal load clearances during buff and draft
 movements that may occur during transit.


The implementation of this revision to Section 1 Rule 28.2.1 is effective immediately and will be included in the next
 edition of the AAR’s OTLR Manual. In the interim, please insert the circular into your copy of Section 1 and be
 governed accordingly. Carriers are asked to ensure that copies of this circular letter are distributed to all concerned
 shippers and railroad personnel for their attention and guidance.


Questions should be directed to Mr. Travis Wolgram, Manager-AAR Loading Rules and Damage Prevention, TTCI,
 P.O. Box 11130, 55500 DOT Road, Pueblo CO 81001. Or email to travis_wolgram@aar.com.


ON BEHALF OF THE OPEN TOP LOADING RULES COMMITTEE


Sincerely,
James P. Grady
Assistant Vice President - Technical Services
202-639-2141 202-639-2930 Email:jgrady@aar.org


Safety and Operations
Association of American Railroads


 425 Third Street, SW, Suite 1000, Washington D.C. 20024


Attachments


section1part3.pp87-88.20151118.pdf



mailto:jgrady@aar.org

https://aarcirculars.aar.org/attachments/section1part3.pp87-88.20151118.pdf
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AAR Open Top Loading Rules Manual


28. IDLER CARS
28.1 Idler cars must be used when a load projects beyond the end sill of a carrying car, or cars, or when it is 
necessary to space two carrying cars used to handle a long load.


28.2 Load Clearance
28.2.1 Sufficient clearance must be provided when loading to maintain a 4-in. vertical clearance between the 
overhanging portion of a load and any part of the idler car or dunnage with which it may come into contact 
throughout full travel of the cars draft systems (2 ft when equipped with standard draft gears and 6 ft when either 
car is equipped with cushion device). Longitudinal clearance shall be measured when cars are stretched and on 
straight track, except as noted in Rule 28.2.2.
28.2.2 Where material is flexible, the overhanging support must be applied to the idler car in accordance with 
Rule 11.7 to support the end of a long overhang or to provide support for the middle of a long load spanning 
several cars. On loads that are flexible and for which center support is required, shipper must take into account the 
width of the load. This provision ensures that the load does not drop from support or bind on support while 
negotiating curves. Load width may need to be reduced or a longer support piece may be required.
28.2.3 Space on idler cars may be utilized for loading, provided such materials are located at least 2 ft from the 
ends of overhanging portions when the cars are equipped with conventional draft gears. This clearance must be 
increased to at least 6 ft when either car is equipped with sliding or end-of-car cushioning devices.
28.2.4 An idler may be shared by loads on cars at both ends provided clearances as described in Rule 28.2.3 are 
maintained.


28.3 Disabling Uncoupling Mechanism
28.3.1 To prevent accidental or unintentional separation of the load-carrying car(s) and the companion idler 
car(s), all uncoupling mechanisms between such cars must be made inoperative in accordance with Fig. 28.1.


Fig. 28.1 Example for making uncoupling mechanism inoperative


28.3.2 Uncoupling mechanisms must not be disconnected or removed in order to be made inoperative.
28.3.3 Once the car(s) is made empty, shipper must arrange for uncoupling levers and handbrakes on all 
equipment to be made operational before cars are moved.
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29. LOADS ON ONE CAR OVERHANGING ONE OR BOTH ENDS OF CAR
29.1 When a load projects beyond the end sill of a carrying car, an idler car must be used in accordance with 
General Rule 28 for the protection of the load and the movement.
29.2 The length of load or width of overhanging portion of load, as shown in Tables 29.1 and 29.2, must not be 
exceeded. For figures that allow overhanging floating loads, 3 ft of additional length must be added to the length of 
material found in Tables 29.1 and 29.2, at each end of material overhanging the car body.
29.3 Length of overhang is the distance from center of truck to the extreme end of overhanging portion of load. 
For intermediate lengths of load not shown in table, use next longest length of load shown.
29.4 When the material in the overhang is of various lengths, the allowable width shall be based on the total width 
of the overhang at the extreme ends. For placement of bearing pieces between bolsters and ends of car, see 
Rule 3.4.1.5.2.
29.5 The length of car as shown in Tables 29.1 and 29.2 means length over end sills. For intermediate lengths of 
cars not shown in tables, use next shortest car length shown.
29.6 Weight of load on one car, overhanging one end of car, must not exceed the percentage of load limit of 
carrying car as shown in Table 29.1. Allowable weight of load must be obtained by multiplying the stenciled load 
limit of car by the percentage shown in the table for the respective length of overhang and car.
29.7 When material is of unequal lengths and overhanging one end, the weight of load shall be based on the 
average lengths of pieces in the overhang.
29.8 Long steel, subject to take a permanent set by bending, must be supported to prevent sagging.
29.9 Blocking methods shown in Figs. 29.1 and 29.2 govern the methods of narrowing loads of poles and lumber 
to keep within clearance width limits as shown in Tables 29.1 and 29.2. Fig. 29.1 accommodates specific pole 
loading figures in Section 5 that utilize two pair of side stakes at one location. Fig. 29.2 accommodates figures that 
utilize three pair of side stakes at one location. (See also Rule 30.8.)
29.10 Authority must be obtained from carriers for handling loads which measure more than 8 ft from top of rail 
to center of load (including bearing pieces) or those exceeding width and length as shown in Tables 29.1 and 29.2. 
Heights specified in the figures must not be exceeded.
29.11 Tables 29.1 and 29.2 are based on 10-ft 6-in. clearance width limits, 15° curvature, and 3-in. tolerance on 
each side of the load.
29.12 Table calculations are based on truck centers being located 5 ft 6 in. from end sills for cars 75 ft in length or 
less and 10 ft 6 in. from end sills for cars over 75 ft in length or truck centers as shown in the tables.
29.13 Table 29.1 is based on the end of load opposite the overhanging end being located 18 in. from the face of 
end sill of car. In cases where the type of brake and load permits utilizing part or all of this space, thereby making 
the overhang less than specified in the tables, the width of load and the percentage of load weight may be increased 
in accordance with the shorter overhang. For placement of bearing pieces between bolster and ends of car, see 
Rule 3.4.1.5.2.





